Freeman-Williams House Ce 1850
CE- 1045

Near Chesapeake City
Private

The small grist and saw mill community on Back Creek used
to contain more than a dozen structures, however ﬂhe_Freeman—
Williams house is the only 19th century reminder other than the
mill pond and race, The story and a half frame house is one of

a dozen buildings that William Freeman owned in 1877. The mill

and above house are evident in old photographs of the community.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST o N
P Cé - o itF

MAGI # 0810455504
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

Filt

EINAME

HISTORIC

Freeman-Williams House

AND/OR COMMON

EJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER .
0l1d Telegraph Road 1¥ miles north of Cayots Corner “Road

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chesapeake City 2 viciNTy oF . 1
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Cecil
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ) PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT __PUBLIC ‘ x_octuriED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
%-BUILDING(S)  * X_PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL  _.PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
s SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT 1IN PROCESS * X_YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
EYOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME )
Albert Williams. Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER h ’

2023 01d Telegraph Road

CITY, TOWN sTatE, zip code
Chesapeake City _X_ VICINITY OF Maryland 21921
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: WAS 51

COURTHOUSE. FOliO # . 2 5 6
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. . .
Clerk of the Circuit Court

STREET & NUMBER

»

Cecil County GCourthouse

CITY, TOWN STATE
Elkton Maryland
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE
i —FEDERAL _STATE __.COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN STATE




Ce~i095

DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
; __EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED _'UNALTERED N-ORIGINAL SITE
' £.6o0D —RUINS A ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR _UNEXPOSED . ’

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Freeman-Williams house c. 1850 is a 1% story
three bay by one room frame house with shed addition
on the west end. This.house is the only structure that
remains from the small Mill Community of Back Creek,

The story and a nalf frame rests on a fully excavated
fieldstone foundation and is sheathed with asbestos siding
over weatherboard. A medium sloped roof has a composition
tile covering. The rear slope continues unbroken to cover
the back shed addition.

The main facade is three bays across with a central
entrance that is flanked by two 6/6 sash windows the trim
is plain. The beaded board door is framed by a plain
surround also. A shed porch covers the three openings
and is supported by quare posts. The eaves to the roof
are slightly ended with the front soffit being sloped.

The south side has an exposed cellar entrance a
first floor 6/6 sash and a 2/2 attic light. The shed
addition also has windows on the end with a 6/6 first
floor window sash and a four pane light for the loft above
the kitchene.

The north end has not as many openings. An interior
end brick stove stack rises out of the end with two four
pane attic lights on either side,

The back of the house has a centrally located entrance
with partially glazed door and a single 6/6 sash window
to the north. A modern block stove stack was attached
to the north end of the shed to heat 1t.

The interior of this structure was not seen but enough
- features point to a second to third quarter of the 19th
century date. The only other possibility would be that
an early structure has been completely redone in the
19th century and only a basic frame remains.
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This frame structure was once part of the Freeman §fill
complex that is located on the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson
Atlas (1877) and alsc appears in old photographs of the
area. A number of other structures were here also but
have been removed., All that is left of the mill is its

race.

The 1% story house form was undoubtedly used in

earlier settlement and this laber example shows how the
o~ house type was not discarded after years of established

settlement.

e
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